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Thanks to Evelyn Williams for this month’s history letter. I’m still 
waiting for others from you. It doesn’t have to be long. Send them to the 
PO Box. 

Hope this finds everyone doing fine. As you know the Museum has 
been closed for the winter. The next meeting will be on March 15, 2003 
at 10:00 AM at the Museum. We are getting ready to open the doors 
again for this season. Peggy has been doing some cleaning and is ready 
to put some things in. Many of you said that you had something for 
display. Well now is the time to call Peggy (846-6392) and get it to the 
Museum. If you see the sign out stop and say Hi. 

The Applegate School is saving Campbell Soup labels and General 
Mills “Box Tops for Education”. If you have any of these just drop them 
off at the school. They use them to get needed equipment for the 
students. These can be saved all year long. 


The next meeting will be on March 15, 2003 at 10:00 AM at the 
Museum. Remember to bring your chair. See you there. 
Barbara Niedermeyer AVHS Sec/Tres. 


BACK IN TIME 
The Applegate Grange #766 
By Evelyn Byme Williams 


The Applegate Grange was organized September 27, 1930. There were 41 charter members. They were: 
S.E. Hanson (Master), Mrs. Thomas Mee (Lecturer), Clara O’Brien, my mother’s sister, (Secretary), Thomas 
Mee (Gate Keeper), Benjamin Ellis (Chaplain) E. B. Hawkins, C. L. Hawkins, Warren Mee, Dave Courtney, 
Effie Mee, Leon Offenbacher, Fred Benedict, Mrs. D. C. Courtney, Mrs. S. E. Hanson, Melvin Rowden, F. 
D. Knutzen, A. 8. Edwards (Overseer), Mrs. Della Edwards (Lady Assistant steward), John O’Brien, Harry 
Brown (Assistant Steward), Helen Brown (Ceres), George H. Forest, Marie Benedict, Jesse Rowden, George 
Truax, Mary Stephens, Mrs. Carl, Gene Carl, Walter Miller (Steward), C. H. Elmore, George Rowden, 
Berteena Elmore (Pomona), Lola Offenbacher (Flora), Hugh Brown, Nina Brown, Nellie Biding, Hattie 
Forest, L. C. Welch, Mrs. Truax and George E. Stephens. 


The Grange had their meetings in the large Community Hall, a board and batten building on a lot to the 
south between Pernoll’s Store and the Applegate River. * The history of his hall goes back to the first World War. A 
so-called Socialist Party was organized in the area. This group raised money in the neighborhood and built a meeting hall. It was 
not a very successful organization and they disbanded in the early 1920s. Three local men, Chester Kubli, Warren Mee and Bert 
Clute, decided to buy the hall and donate it to the school district for meetings and programs. They organized a Community League 
which raised money to help pay for the hall. All kinds of activities were held, dances being the most popular. Eventually the school 
board returned the ownership of the hall to the Community League. The League than gave it over to the Applegate Grange. 


I recall the first time, probably at five years of age, going with my parents, John and Pearl Byme, to the 
Applegate Grange hall for a dance. My parents and my maternal grandmother, “Lottie” McKee, had become 
members of this grange. The hall seemed to be the biggest building I had ever been in. I was afraid to leave 
my mother’s side. Then a little girl came to my rescue. She was Beverly Mee, my age, and ever so friendly. 
We danced together and had a great time sliding up and down on the slick dance floor when the music would 
stop playing. When refreshments were served, at midnight, Beverly took me to meet her mother, Martha 
Mee, who was working in the kitchen with other Grange ladies. I also met Beverly’s father, Tom, and her 
sister, Barbara. When they moved to Medford, I spent much time at their home when Beverly and I went 
through Medford High School together. 


The Applegate Grange was very active from its beginning. One of their interesting projects in 1931 was the 
reseeding of poa bulboea prass after a forest fire had destroyed parts of Humbug Creek and China Gulch. 
The grass was donated by Charley Hoover, a prominate Central Point farmer. Grange master, Sid Hansen, 
had his truck stacked high with the sacks of seed and taken to the bummed destination where many grangers 
helped sow the seed. I wonder if that seed has replenished itself to be seen there today. 


The following accounts are from the Medford Mail Tribune, Big Applegate News, by Maude Pool: 


The Grange hall had become a community center in which a performance from the Jacksonville High School 
was held March 9, 1934. It was a two-act operetta featuring many of the Applegate students. The operetta 
had been given a week before at the Jacksonville school gymnasium which was filled to capacity. A record 
was broken in gate receipts, which almost doubled any at school before. The Toreadors Opera performance 


was considered the most successful production ever given by the school. (Among Applegate students taking 
principle parts on the Toreadors are Frank Mee and Henry Head. Henry takes the part of a beggar masquerading as a toreador, 


while Frank plays the part of a lover. Ten other students from the Applegate have parts. They include Gladys Byme, June Peebler, 
June Provolt, Alice Madson, Eileen Berry, Lola Fields, Lois Matheny, Marion Roberts, Jack Provolt and Bud Peebler. Following 
the operetta, the grange will hold a dance). 


An announcement of an event on Feb. 14, 1935, of the Rogue River Girl Scouts who would present a play 
entitled “Ain’t Women Wonderful,” at the Applegate Grange hall Saturday, Feb. 16, which was being 
sponsored by the local grange. The scout troop, led by Josie Wright Love, formerly of Applegate, also would 
present tap dancing, songs, stunts, and old fashioned quadrilles, they promised an evening of genuine 
entertainment. Following the program, dancing and other forms of recreation would be enjoyed, with lunch 
furnished by the ladies of the Home Economics club of the grange. The visiting troop would furnish music 
for the dancing. There would be a small admission charge. 


Then the Big Applegate news for April 11, 1935 had this item. ---We got oil, and we’re going to live like we 
got oil,” is the keynote of the one-act comedy entitled “Cabbages,” which will be presented by the Applegate 
Home Extension Unit April 13 at the Applegate hall. Mrs. Lee Port, playing the leading role as Mrs. August 
Grosneir and her husband (Lance Offenbacher) henpecked and squelched, neatly epitomizes the state of 
affairs in the phrase, “Mamma, if I’m a cabbage, can I say, ‘one, two, three--now I’m a rose’?” Mrs. Lance 
Offenbacher plays the part of the flapper daughter. Other members of the cast include Miss Maude Pool, 
Charles Myers, Earl Hansaker and Miss Frances Port. The play is directed by Miss Lucille Reeder (Upper 
Applegate’s Beaver Creek School teacher). The Extension unit also presents “Hogo in a Hurry,” a 
30-minute comedy. Wm. Ludwig, Francis Krause, Miss Flossie Rexford, Miss Bee Howard, Mrs. Francis 
Krause and Don Truax. Mrs. A. N. Krause is the director.” 


Big Applegate June 6, 1935. “Plans for elaborate observance of Labor Day are under way here by the local 
grange. A rodeo and barbecue will be held on Thompson Creek, according to arrangements being made by 
the ways and means committee of which Frank Knutzen is chairman. The committee held a meeting Sunday 
at the Tom Mee residence to formulate plans for the event.” 


Later, in the August 22 paper, Relay horse races will be on of the chief events of the afternoon program, with 
Jack O’Brien appointed to take charge of arrangements for the races. Several prominent speakers are being 
scheduled for the day, which will be complete with numerous games and stunts, part of which will be 
sponsored by the Medford Chamber of Commerce. A dance will be given at the community hall in the 
evening. Horseshoe pitching and other forms of recreation will occupy the forenoon unti! the barbecue is 
ready at twelve. The celebration will be held on a clovered spot near the Warren Mee place on Thompson 
Creek one half mile from the Applegate store. The grounds are being dug for roasting the beef. The 
barbecue dinner will be served form tables, cafeteria style, and the grange has asked each person to bring 
individual table service. Concessions will be sponsored by grange committees, including a bazaar, where a 
quilt will be sold, and an ice cream and cold drink stand. The dinner and entire afternoon entertainment will 
be included in the general admission price. A large crowd is expected, and a particularly heavy attendance is 
anticipated for the granges of the county, most of which have been visited recently by local representatives 
who announced the celebration plans. Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Taylor, Charles Elmore, Miss Berteena Elmore 
and Mrs. Bert Hukill visited Roxy Ann grange Friday evening in the interest of the Labor Day event. 

The Applegate news continued in the August 31 paper about the Labor Day event. It stated there would be 
numerous stunts, races and games. One of the stunts promising much amusement and real rewards for the 
most nimble is the fowl chase, in which about 20 birds, including guineas, turkeys, chickens, and geese, will 
be freed from their coops in a circle of people, the swift runner who catches his bird being allowed to keep 
the prize. Horse racing will be one of the features rounding our a full afternoon program. Horseshoe 
pitching and other sports will occupy the morning from 10 to 12, when the barbecue, in charge of Sid 


Hanson, will be ready. A bazaar and ice cream stand will be added attractions, and a dance in the evening 
will complete the Labor Day event. A Jacksonville orchestra has been secured for the dance. 


The Applegate Grange had election of officers. The news of this was in the November 13, 1935 paper. E. 
H. Taylor was elected master for his fourth term. Other officers include: Overseer, Herbert Elmore; 
Lecturer, Charles Elmore; Steward, Bernard Andren; Assistant Steward, Frank Knutzen; Chaplain, Mrs. 
Roy Johnston; Treasurer, Ashton Forest; Secretary, Mrs. Walter Moran; Lady Assistant Steward, Miss 
Dorothy Andren; Gate Keeper, Andren Bostwick; Ceres, Evan Johnston; Pomona, Mrs. E. H. Taylor; 
Flora, June Moran; Executive Committee; Cal Hill, chairman; Walter Miller and C. U. Thomas.” 


The 1936 Grange committees appointed to serve during the year were, Apricultural--Charles Elmore, Warren 
Mee, Jr., Roy Johnson, Ben Ellis and Bernard Andren. Home Economics--Mrs. Martha Mee, Mrs. Mildred 
Taylor, and Mrs. Margaret Knutzen. Legislative--Lester Hill, Ben Ellis and Frank Knutzen. Finance--Tom 
Mee, Bert Hukill and C. U. Thomas. Relief--Mrs. Roy Johnson, Mrs. C. R. Hill and Mrs. Lillian Hukill. 
Membership--Walter Miller, Andrew Bostwick and Mrs. Margaret Knutzen. Reception--Mrs. Mella Ridings, 
Mrs. Bessie Elmore and Mrs. Mildred Taylor. 


Big Applegate, Jan. 2, 1936. At an open meeting of the Applegate Grange tomorrow (Friday) night Moore 
Hamilton of Medford, state representative, will lead a discussion of measures to be voted on at the special 
election this month. The discussion will be presented in the form of a debate, Mr. Hamilton and Ben Ellis, 
local Granger, taking the affirmative, while an attorney, probably from Grants Pass, and Charles Elmore, 
lecturer, will present the negative side. The Grange believes this to be a thorough method of explaining the 
issues to voters, and E. H. Taylor, Master, has expressed the wish that as many people attend as possible.” 


Big Applegate, Oct. 22, 1936. All details are being completed for the Applegate Grange fair Saturday 
evening at the community hall. Schools, various organizations and individuals outside the grange will enter 
exhibits in addition to the agricultural, food, floral, fancy work and pet displays of Grange members. The 
grange cooperative supply at Central Point has arranged for a booth, and the Applegate extension unit will 
display numerous lines of endeavor in the home economics field which have been studied under the home 
demonstration agent during the past year. Schools which will exhibit are Jacksonville, Applegate, 
Thompson Creek and Missouri Flat. District Attorney George A. Codding will speak during the evening on 
the juvenile question. M. E. Coe, principal of the Jacksonville schools, will talk on educational work. 
Musical numbers will be supplied by the Jacksonville high school glee club. The Grange held a fair two 
years ago and its success gives assurance of the value of such project in the community. Disinterested 
persons have been selected to judge the exhibits. A fancy work bazaar and fish pond will be additional 
features. Dancing will follow later in the evening. 


(I do not find any more about the Applegate Grange until March 16, 1939, when the news gave this account): 
Final dance of a series being given this winter to swell the fund being raised for Jackson county’s 
representation at a woman’s conference in London this summer will be held at Applegate community hall, 
Saturday, March 18th, according to Mrs. lee Port, general chairman of the London conference committee. 
Sylva’s orchestra from Jacksonville has been engaged, and the committee in charge will serve supper at 
midnight, featuring homemade cakes. Women of the county assisting Mrs. Port on the committee are Mrs. 
Rita Myers and Mrs. Mabel Thorton of Medford and Mrs. Nora Strause of Sams Valley. The dance is 
sponsored by the county extension committee and alumni and extension units at Medford, Roxy Ann, Sams 
Valley and Applegate. Every effort is being made to insure everyone has a good time. Mrs. A. T. Lathrop of 
Central Point has been selected as the delegate from Jackson county to attend the European conference. 
(This seems to be unrelated to the Applegate Grange, just the use of their hall). 
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According to State Grange records the Applegate Grange dissolved in 1955 and they surrendered their 
charter. Why such an active grange of 25 years would dissolve is disheartening. Rumors abounded, one 
being the consideration to build a new grange hall of their own. Apparently the members became divided 
during that time and the attendance and membership dropped to where they never recovered. **(By then the 
old building was so dilapidated it was falling apart so it was dismantled. In 1989 all that remains is a vacant 
lot overgrown with trees and bushes). 


The Applegate valley has been categorized as the lower, little and upper portions of the Applegate. Only the 
distance and mode of travel in the early days kept them somewhat apart. However, their socializing and 
friendship was very obvious with their dances, baseball games, picnics and school functions. The Applegate 
Grange added to this and brought such people as my family from the upper Applegate to its many 
educational and recreational events. 


Memories abound for me whenever I pass the place where the Grange once stood. I can still hear the 
friendly voices, often with laughter, the dance music, grange meetings, somewhat boring for me then, but it 
is those kind faces who I recall the most. My heart is filled with gratitude in having been with these 
wonderful people who were once the early settlers in the Applegate valley. These communities are still 
filled with good people, but the life style has changed at a much faster pace. Socializing is not the “knock 
on the door”, “come on in, you’re just in time for dinner or supper,” bit. It now requires a phone call first to 
make an appointment, and to sometimes have to enter through a locked gate system, which is part of the 
modernization along with cell phones, automobiles, television, computers, shopping centers, super markets, 
sports arenas, fast foods and credit cards. 


Don’t get me wrong, I would not want to change the conveniences I am now enjoying. What I miss is the 
families, young and old, getting together to socialize as they once did in the Applegate Grange, “Back in 
time.” 


* ** Ruch And The Upper Applegate Valley, by John and Marguerite Black 
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